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Abstract: 
 
Patriotic Revolutionaries and Imperial Sympathizers:  
Identity and selfhood of Korean-Japanese migrants from Japan to North Korea  
 
While the outward migration of North Korean refugees has received a growing 
interest in scholarly circles, little has been said about emigration to North Korea. 
Drawing on ethnographic and archival research, this article considers the changing 
political subjectivities of migrants from Japan to the DPRK, from 1959 to the 1980s, 
and their relationship to both the ethnic homeland and the former colonizer. I suggest 
WKDW WKH1RUWK.RUHDQVWDWH¶VHIIRUW WRFRQWDLQ WKH LPDJLQHG WKUHDWposed by arrivals 
from Japan was undermined by transnational exchange between divided families. 
Specifically, women on both sides of the East Sea/Sea of Japan engaged in kin work 
(di Leonardo 1987) that alerted ethnic Korean immigrants to their ambiguous status as 
both fraternal comrade and outsider in North Korea. 0\ UHVHDUFK LOOXVWUDWHV KRZ
PRELOLW\SURYLGHGRSSRUWXQLWLHVIRUQHZVXEMHFWLYLWLHVWRHPHUJHDVLQGLYLGXDOVZKR
FRQVLGHUHG WKHPVHOYHV .RUHDQ SDWULRWV GHYHORSHG LGHQWLILFDWLRQV WKDW WUDQVORFDOO\
FRQQHFWHGWKHPWRNLQDQGFRPPXQLWLHVLQ-DSDQ 
 
 
Key words: identity; migration; selfhood; transnational kinship; North Korea; Japan 
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Patriotic Revolutionaries and Imperial Sympathizers:  
Identity and selfhood of Korean-Japanese migrants from Japan to North Korea  
 
:HZHUHWROGWKDWKim Il-song cares deeply about Koreans in Japan. That he 
gives our schools money and welcomes patriots who desire to return to the 
homeland. I was told that &K
RQJU\ǂQi was impressed with my hard work and 
was offering me the chance to go to university for free in North Korea. Our 
family was so poor, my father worked in a factory and my mother was a 
housewife, so it sounded like a great opportunity. I started studying harder. I 
GLGQ¶WZDQWWRPLVVWKLVFKDQFH 
(Tanaka Sazuka, arrived in Japan from North Korea in 2003). 
 
7KHUH DUH VR PDQ\ UXOHV >LQ 1RUWK .RUHD@ DQG , FRXOG QHYHU DGMXVW (YHU\
ZHHNZHKDGVHOI-FULWLFLVPVHVVLRQVDQGVWUXJJOHVHVVLRQVii ,DOZD\VIRXQGLW
VRVWUHVVIXO>$IWHUILQLVKLQJKLJKVFKRRO@,ZHQWWRILOPVFKRROEXWZHVSHQWDQ
XQEHOLHYDEOHDPRXQWRI WLPH MXVW UHDGLQJDERXW WKH.LPV:KHQZHZHUHQ¶W
GRLQJWKDWZHKDGWRSUDFWLFHRXUGDQFHPRYHVIRUWKHPDVVJDPHViii7KLVZDV
DOO LQVWHDG RI DFWXDOO\ OHDUQLQJ DERXW SOD\V DQG PRYLHV 7KHVH JRYHUQPHQW
HQIRUFHG JURXS PHHWLQJV ZHUH PHDQW WR SURPRWH XQLW\ µRQH PLQG¶ EXW ,
FRXOGQ¶WVHHWKHSRLQWLQLW,KDWHGEHLQJWROGZKDWWRGRDQGQHYHUIHOWOLNH,
ILWWHGLQ1RUWK.RUHD,WKDSSHQHGJUDGXDOO\EXWRQHGD\,GHFLGHGWKDW,¶GKDG
HQRXJKDQG,ZDQWHGWROHDYH 
.R+\H-ULPDUULYHGLQ-DSDQIURP1RUWK.RUHDLQWKHHDUO\V 
 
While the outward migration of North Korean refugees into China and on to the 
Republic of Korea (hereafter South Korea) and Japan has received a growing interest 
in scholarly circles (Lankov 2006; Bell 2013a, 2013b, 2014, 2016; Jung 2013; Kim 
2013; Song 2013; Koo 2016), very little has been said about emigration to the 
'HPRFUDWLF 3HRSOH¶V 5HSXEOLF RI .RUHD KHUHDIWHU '35. RU 1RUWK .RUHD, the 
motivations for moving to one of the most closed societies in the world, and what 
happens to the people who move there. In the post-colonial, cold war world, 
competing ideological blocs used the movement of individuals from one side to the 
other for propaganda purposes. Beyond strengthening claims of state superiority and 
political legitimacy, the migration of displaced persons that resulted from the 
redrawing of national boundaries also had a profound effect on how those who moved 
identified themselves. The 1945 division of the Korean Peninsula at the 38th parallel 
impacted on already complex ideological and kinship alliances, rupturing 
communities and shaping new subjectivities for those who moved and the people they 
left behind.  
In this paper, I look at the ways in which the mass movement of former 
subjects of the Japanese empire ± Zainichi Koreansiv ± from Japan to the DPRK, from 
1959 to the early 1980s, influenced LPPLJUDQWV¶ political subjectivities and their 
relationship to both the ethnic homeland and Korean communities in Japanv. I suggest 
that the North Korean state¶VHIIRUW to contain the imagined threat to the national body 
posed by new arrivals from Japan was undermined by transnational exchange between 
divided familiesvi. Women on both sides of the East Sea/Sea of Japan carried out µkin 
work¶ (di Leonardo 1987) that acted as a reminder to repatriates of their ambiguous 
status in North Korea ± as both fraternal comrade and untrustworthy representative of 
Japan. 
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This article addresses the reshaping of migrant subjectivities through micro 
and macro political forces. The micro politics primarily comprise of intra-ethnic 
relationships, the development of transnational migrant networks, and family life. The 
macro-politics consist of developing inter-state relations and post-colonial ideology in 
the cold war world. The feelings of rejection and alienation that emerged for 
repatriates in response to their fraught relationship with representatives of the North 
.RUHDQVWDWHDQGFLWL]HQU\SURYRNHGDWUDQVIRUPDWLRQLQUHSDWULDWHG.RUHDQV¶VHQVHRI
self and belonging. The experiences of repatriates to North Korea serve to illustrate 
that people who experienced the bifurcating politics of the cold war first hand often 
internalized these ruptures in complex, contradictory ways that shaped their 
understanding of themselves and their communities.  
In the sections that follow I interrogate the concepts of identity and belonging 
in relation to broader debates of selfhood and migration. I explain the motivations of 
individuals who migrated to North Korea and consider how the idea of North Korea 
as home changed over time. 0\ UHVHDUFK LOOXVWUDWHV WKDW WKH UHVSRQVHV RI UHSDWULDWH
IDPLOLHVWR1RUWK.RUHDQVWDWHLPSHUDWLYHVDQGVRFLDOH[FOXVLRQSURYRNHGUHSDWULDWHV
WRFDUYHRXW WUDQVQDWLRQDOVSDFHVWKDWFRQQHFWHGWKHPWRSHRSOHDQGSODFHVWKH\KDG
OHIW EHKLQG 0RELOLW\ SURYLGHG RSSRUWXQLWLHV IRU QHZ VXEMHFWLYLWLHV WR HPHUJH DV
LQGLYLGXDOV ZKR FRQVLGHUHG WKHPVHOYHV .RUHDQ SDWULRWV GHYHORSHG µWUDQVORFDO¶
LGHQWLILFDWLRQV &RQUDGVRQ DQG 0F.D\   WKDW FRQQHFWHG WKHP QRW WR WKH
QDWLRQ RI -DSDQ EXW WR FRPPXQLWLHV ZKHUH WKH\ KDG VWURQJ HPRWLRQDO DWWDFKPHQWV
ZLWKLQ-DSDQ0\ILQGLQJVXQGHUOLQHWKHVLJQLILFDQFHRINLQZRUNDQGµPXOWL-VHQVRULDO
HQJDJHPHQWV¶ IRU QXUWXULQJ WUDQVQDWLRQDO UHODWLRQVKLSV ZLWK WKH VHQGLQJ FRXQWU\
6YDãHN , DUJXH WKDW WKHVH IDFWRUVFRQWULEXWHG WR WKHHPHUJHQFHRIZKDW
(GZDUG6DLGGHVFULEHGDVDµSOXUDOLW\RIYLVLRQ¶LQZKLFKWKHQHZDUULYDOV
IURP-DSDQ LGHQWLILHGZLWKDVSHFWVRIERWK WKHROGDQG WKHQHZ WKHVHQGLQJFRXQWU\
DQGWKHKRVWFRXQWU\DWWKHVDPHWLPH 
The North Korean state attempted, with varying successes, to discipline 
repatriates from Japan using political education and the threat of violence. Repatriates 
responded ambivalently towards the ethnic-nationalist ideology promoted by the 
North Korean state, experiencing a heightened sense of difference to the indigenous 
North Koreans. Subsequently, many were moved to reexamine their understanding of 
home, and to reimagine their relationship with Japan in a more positive light. In 
considering how repatriates responded to the technologies of state power and the 
stigma of association with Japan, my analysis illustrates that life in North Korea 
unravelled UHSDWULDWHV¶FRQFHSWLRQRIDSRVW-colonial Korean identity that rested on the 
LQGLYLGXDO¶Vethnic and political identification with revolutionary North Korea. 
How did the self-identification of individuals who migrated from Japan to 
North Korea shift in response to the symbolic and actual violence of the state, and 
subsequent feelings of social alienation? The quotes that open this article illustrate 
two prominent tropes that emerged in conversations with interviewees who 
repatriated to North Korea: hope that life in North Korea would offer Korean patriots 
upward social and economic mobility unavailable in Japan, and disappointment when 
it became clear that it would offer neither improved opportunities in education and 
employment, nor a homeland in which to develop a sense of belonging. I examine 
what happened to migrant identity at the intersection of hope and disappointment. 
Specifically, I reveal how the reality of living in North Korea as a politically low-
status migrant provoked a renegotiation of repatriates¶ sense of self and their 
relationship to both the communities from which they left and those in which they 
were received. Examining the discourses of returnees from North Korea, this paper 
 4 
focuses on an ambivalent sense of identification, and how that identity was performed 
in public and in private. For example, many individuals I spoke with recalled a pre-
repatriation patriotic fervour. They recalled the desire to be part of an independent 
state built by and for Koreans ± ethno-nationalist, revolutionary, and anti-imperial in 
character. Emotions of longing and belonging shifted in North Korea, as tensions 
between the native population and the newcomers became more salient.  
Drawing on the life narratives of my key interlocutorsvii, this article illustrates 
how the self-identification of immigrants from Japan shifted through living in North 
Korea, how these individuals identified before the repatriation movement and why 
this later changed; how concepts such as home, the self, and belonging become 
destabilized, and the role of the North Korean state in this process. The feelings 
expressed by Hye-rim, quoted above, exemplify feelings of distrust, anxiety, and 
displacement that often emerged between local North Koreans and immigrants from 
Japan. Such contradictory emotions, from ethnic pride and political loyalty to the 
state, to feeling like a foreigner in the ethnic homeland, now motivates some 
repatriates to escape North Korea and return to Japan. 
 
METHODOLOGY 
 
This paper is part of a broader, ongoing project on the migration of North Koreans 
throughout Asia and Europe that I started in 2010 in Seoul, South Korea. I use 
qualitative methods, including participant observation and semi-structured interviews 
to investigate the experiences of migration and resettlement for North Koreans in 
South Korea, Japan, Australia, and the United Kingdom. The data for this paper came 
from research I carried out in Japan. In order to understand the complex motivations 
behind the mass migration to North Korea, life in North Korea for repatriates, and the 
transformation in ethnic identification and political selfhood that took place, I draw on 
interlocutor responses from semi structured interviews and conversations with 30 
returnees from North Korea in Osaka and Tokyo from 2014-2015.  
 During my research in Japan I spent eight months living in Korea town in 
Tsuruhashi, Osaka. I chose this location for my field research because it is home to a 
large ethnic Korean population. It is also a space in which many returnees from North 
Korea work and live immediately following their arrival in Japan. I interacted with 
returnees from North Korea on a daily basis, through studying at a Japanese language 
school in which most returnees study Japanese after their arrival, volunteering at a 
non-governmental organization (NGO) involved with the resettlement of returnees, 
attending social events held by the Chae-,OERQ 7DHKDQ 0LQ¶JXN 0LQGDQ (Korean 
Residents Union in Japan/Mindan)viii, and eating and drinking with returnees on a 
social basis. Interviews lasted between one and two hours and were conducted in 
Korean, although many of my interlocutors mixed Korean and Japanese as we spoke. 
My participant observation and interviews contributed to my understanding of how 
multiple migrations DFURVV VHYHUDO JHQHUDWLRQV VKDSHV WKH PLJUDQW¶V VHOI-
understanding and his/her relationship to the sending community and the host society. 
,FRGHGWKHUHVXOWVRIP\LQWHUYLHZVDQGFRQYHUVDWLRQVXVLQJDµVXSHULQGH[¶LQZKLFK
each interaction was tagged with 5-6 keywords, for example: gender roles; 
transnational exchange; famine and survival; NGO support; intra-ethnic friction. 
Following my fieldwork in Japan I spent a month in the archives of the International 
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), in Geneva, Switzerland, searching through 
official state and ICRC documents pertaining to the repatriation movement. This 
period of research helped to historically contextualize the voices of the individuals I 
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had worked with in Japan, and to understand the macro level, structural forces that led 
to and sustained the mass movement of Koreans, and some Japanese, to North Korea.  
 
MIGRATION, THE SELF, AND IDENTITY  
 
From 1959 to the early 1980s, 93,340 individuals, approximately 6,000 Japanese and 
87,000 Koreans, migrated from Japan to North Korea as part of a post-colonial 
repatriation projectix. The ICRC, the Japanese government and the DPRK government 
RUJDQL]HGWKHPDVVHPLJUDWLRQRI-DSDQ¶VODUJHVWHWhnic minority at that timex. Since 
the early 2000s, some 300 repatriates have returned to Japan. This number continues 
to grow, as more repatriated Koreans and Japanese return to Japan. Research into the 
lives of this group of forced migrants offers a window into the everyday lived 
experiences of post-colonial nation-state building in Northeast Asia and also presents 
clues as to how countries in the region might respond to crisis driven migration in the 
event of the collapse of the North Korean regime.  
 
Migration and self-identification 
 
Migration shapes emotional processesxi and understandings of the self for the person 
who moves, those who remain behind, and members of the receiving community. In 
this article I take as a starting point studies concerned with the relationship of 
migration to emotions (Baldassar 2007, 2008; Gray 2008; 6NUELã6YDãHN
$QGLWV), identity (Ahmed 1999; Brubaker and Cooper 2000), and the self 
(Whittaker 1992; Walkerdine 2006; Conradson and McKay 2007; Biehl et al. 2007; 
Andits 2010). These studies underline the significance of inner life processes for 
reflecting moments of both crisis and the everyday (cf. Biehl et al 2007) and note that 
the self is ³a multiple, relational being-in-the-world´, embedded within its 
surroundings and engaging with the past, present and future (Svasek 2010, 868).  
 Self and identity are often used synonymously to describe an innate character 
that exists out of sight, but is nHYHUWKHOHVV IRXQGDWLRQDO WR D SHUVRQ¶V EHLQJ LQ WKH
ZRUOG 7KH VHOI DV D µUHODWLRQDO EHLQJ-in-the-ZRUOG¶ LV QRW WKH VDPH DV µLGHQWLW\¶
:KLOHWKHVHOIVKDUHVµKLGGHQTXDOLWLHVZLWKVXFKFRQFHSWVDVPLQGHJRVRXOVSLULW
DQGSV\FKH¶:KLWWDNHUµLGHQWLW\¶LVFRPPRQO\UHIHUUHGWRDVVRPHWKLQJ
multiple (people may have an infinite number of identities), that they deploy to their 
advantage, and that is vulnerable to structures of power. Brubaker and Cooper (2000) 
argue that the prevailing understandings of identity have led to a crisis in the social 
sciences in which identity is used so commonly as an analytic category that it has lost 
DOOPHDQLQJ&RQVHTXHQWO\LGHQWLW\FDQPHDQWRRPXFKWRROLWWOHRUQRWKLQJDWDOOµ,I
identity is everywhere LW LV QRZKHUH¶ FODLP %UXEDNHU DQG &RRSHU  
Although Brubaker and Cooper concede that powerful entities, for example the state, 
DUH µLGHQWLILHUV¶ ZLWK WKH FDSDFLW\ WR LPSRVH FDWHJRULHV DQG FODVVLILFDWRU\ VFKHPHV
they argue that the state is far from the only identifier that matters (2000, 16).  
 Consequently, the self is not an atemporal, bounded repository for DSHUVRQ¶V
understanding of the world, into which experiences are passively accumulated, but 
rather is in an ongoing relationship with the world, continuously shaped through 
interactions with others, with the material environment, with memories of the past, 
and with imagined futures. Transnational trends remake our inner processes: emotion, 
cognitive style, memory, and our deepest sense of self (Kleinman and Fitz-Henry 
2007, 55). The person also does not have to exist in one place or time for an 
experience to profoXQGO\ LPSDFW D SHUVRQ¶V VHOI. Interlocutors I spoke with, for 
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instance, often recalled family they had lost during the North Korean famine. 
Deceased family continued to exercise a strong pull on their living kin after they left 
North Korea. Such recollections were associated with of a mixture of emotions, 
including a nostalgia for the simple life in North Korea, guilt for leaving family 
behind, fond PHPRULHVRIIDPLO\JDWKHULQJVDQGµPDNLQJGR¶ZLWKZKDWHYHUUHVRXUFHV 
were available, and betrayal by a state that failed to protect them from the effects of 
the 1990s economic collapse.  
 With these considerations, this article posits that identity is better understood 
as a process of ongoing social interaction in which people are agents in shaping their 
identification through a dialectic process with other actors and with the material world 
around them. Shifting the focus from a bounded, static, analytic category of µidentity¶ 
to an action of identification underlines the agentive, communal, and processual 
elements involved. The process of identification demands a temporal and spatial 
contextualization, shaped through individual and collective actions.  
 
Ethnic identification and political self-understanding of repatriated Koreans 
 
Migration complicates the concept of home for those who move, for communities 
affected by migration, and for family members who both benefit from and struggle 
with the social and economic consequences of human mobility. Issues of gender and 
class crosscut the relationship to home(s) for those who move and those who stay put. 
The experience of leaving home threatens to generate a perpetual feeling of being out 
of place, out of time, and out of the skin. 6KDSLQJ WKH VHOI LV DQ RQJRLQJ µK\EULG
achievement¶ &RQUDGVRQ DQG 0F.D\   WKDW LQYROYHV multiple influences 
and connects the migrant to people, localities, historical changes, and emotional 
states. The narratives of multiple migrants moving between Japan and North Korea 
span several generations and create overlapping identifications between localities in 
both the sending and receiving countries.  
 In 1951, the Allied Powers and Japan signed the San Francisco Peace Treaty. 
This agreement returned control of Japan to the Japanese government. For minorities 
in Japan, this was a defining moment in their relationship with the former colonial 
master. Previously, as part of the Japanese Greater East Asia Co-prosperity Sphere, 
minorities in the Metropole were afforded basic privileges, such as access to public 
services, and social security. Once the Japanese government was reinstated, however, 
it rescinded these rightsxii. Koreans, Taiwanese, Chinese and other former colonial 
subjects officially became aliens in Japanxiii. Koreans were no longer able to access 
benefits provided by the central government. Discriminatory practices against former 
colonial subjects were also common, with loans only available at higher rates than 
Japanese, unequal employment opportunities, and constraints on wages, education, 
and housing xiv . Institutionally discriminated against in terms of employment and 
ZHOIDUH WKH QXPEHU RI µQHHG\ .RUHDQV¶ JUHZ IURP  LQ 6HSWHPEHU  WR
138,972 in December 1955. This marked a rise from 13.12% to 24.06% of the Korean 
population classified by the Japanese government as, µSHUVRQVLQQHHGof special state 
HFRQRPLFDVVLVWDQFH¶xv.  
In the years leading up to the mass migration to North Korea, members of 
&KDH ,OERQ&KRVǂQLQ&K
RQJU\ǂQ haphoe (&K
RQJU\ǂQ) WKH'35.¶V UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ
in Japan, disseminated North Korean propaganda at public events and door to door in 
areas of Osaka and Tokyo home to Koreans. &K
RQJU\ǂQ printed fliers and pamphlets 
called on Korean compatriots to return to the homeland, and &K
RQJU\ǂQ supporters 
drove around Korean populated areas of Osaka, projecting greetings from Kim Il-
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song and promising a better life across the seaxvi. Constant messages from powerful 
sources fostered an imagining of North Korea as a place in which patriotic Koreans 
would exist free from the marginalizing practices in Japan.  
Prospective repatriates arrived at Niigata port from all over Japan. Whole 
families prepared for interviews with ICRC staff with suitcases stuffed full of clothes 
and personal belongingsxvii. The journey to North Korea took three days and two 
nights. Once the ship docked at &K
ǂQJMLQ port, North Korea, the call to disembark 
VRXQGHGWKURXJKWKHVKLS¶VORXGVSHDNHUVPassengers crowded the deck for their first 
view of North Korea. They raised theiUKDQGVLQFHOHEUDWLRQFU\LQJRXW³KXUUDK´xviii 
But not everyone was excited to see the new home. Standing on the deck of the 
passenger ship, some stared in a mixture of wonder and horror at the state-organized 
greeting party. Kim Hyǂn-chae recalled his parents¶ first impressions, ³My mother 
told me how distressed she was by their appearance. Their skin was black and 
ZRUQ«WKHLUFORWKHVZHUHGUDEDQGXQNHPSW7KH\ ORRNHGOLNHWKH\¶Ghad very hard 
lives.´ Hyǂn-chae¶VPRWKHU¶V UHDFWLRQ WR VHHLQJ the locals for the first time accords 
with others who recounted their arrival stories to me. Their first impressions unsettled 
the zealous ethno-nationalist identity that had emerged amongst many Koreans in 
Japan. In the eyes of the new arrivals, the people gathered together at the end of the 
gangway, lackadaisically waving DPRK flags and holding flowers, appeared vastly 
different from the passionate, healthy young patriots they had seen in North Korean 
propaganda leaflets. 
 5HSDWULDWHV¶ H[SHULHQFHV varied according to their loyalty to the state, age, 
gender, and transnational relationships to Japan. Some of the new arrivals had been 
educated in &K
RQJU\ǂQ schools in Japan, studying DPRK revolutionary history and 
the Korean language. Others possessed little knowledge of either. A small number 
had been offered the choice between time in a Japanese jail or exile to North Korea. 
As they disembarked the ship, state officials herded them into a large warehouse. 
Cadres handed out food and ordered people filing into the building to find a place to 
wait. Each new arrival was recorded ± place of origin in Japan, occupation, age, 
special skills, and family compositionxix. The wait in the processing centre took up to 
four days, depending on how prepared officials were for each new batch of arrivals. 
On the day of their onward journey, state officials directed them out of the warehouse 
and onto trains. Those who knew the right people, who had political connections 
through &K
RQJU\ǂQ, or money to bribe the officials, were sent to the capital, 
Pyongyang, a favourable location in terms of infrastructure, employment, and 
proximity to power. Those individuals who lacked the desired revolutionary 
credentials, who had no connection to &K
RQJU\ǂQ or were known to have family in 
South Korea were processed by state officials and boarded trains bound for the 
northern provinces of the country. Among the predominantly Korean repatriates were 
around 6,000 Japanese wives. Women and children followed the instructions of their 
husband or father, even if this meant uprooting their lives entirely and against their 
will. Yamamoto Hiroko, a Japanese woman who migrated to North Korea in 1961, 
recounted her experiences in the Niigata ICRC screening centrexx, prior to departure. 
On the day she was due to be interviewed, ICRC staff invited her whole family into 
the interview room and asked them, as a group, if they wanted to leave for North 
.RUHD ³The only person that could answer, however, was my father in law. He 
UHSOLHG³<HVZHZDQW WRJR´+HZDV WKHKead of the family, so we had to follow 
him.´ 
 For most new arrivals, their hope for a prosperous life in the ethnic homeland 
quickly turned to disappointment. Although many were unaware at the time of their 
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arrival, their association with the former colonizer, Japan, marked them as 
V\PEROLFDOO\ SROOXWHG LQGLYLGXDOV HPERGLHG UHSUHVHQWDWLRQV RI .RUHD¶V VXEMXJDWLRQ
under Japanese rule. Although they were initially received enthusiastically by the 
North Korean state, the propaganda value of immigrants from Japan and their 
usefulness as an economic conduit connecting North Korea with Japan did not 
compensate for state fears that the returning comrades were little different from the 
Japanese colonizers. With the exception of a select few, the treatment repatriates 
received from the North Korean state and the local populations provoked a distinct 
shift in how they identified themselves, from patriotic revolutionaries to Koreans 
from Japan. 
 
LIFE IN NORTH KOREA  
 
The majority of repatriates arrived in North Korea between 1959 and 1964xxi, but a 
one-way movement of Zainichi Koreans and some Japanese continued, with the 
occasional pause, until the early 1980sxxii. 1HZ DUULYDOV¶ everyday experiences in 
North Korea were affected by political and economic changes taking place at the 
global and regional levels. 7ZR HSRFK-PDNLQJ HYHQWV LQ SDUWLFXODU LPSDFWHG RQ WKH
H[SHULHQFHV RI LPPLJUDQWV IURP -DSDQ WKH collapse of the Soviet Union and 
subsequent famine in North Koreaxxiii, and the political fallout that emerged during the 
2002 Japan-North Korea summit as a result of the abduction revelations.  
,Q 1RUWK .RUHD WKH VWDWH RUJDQL]HG WKH SRSXODWLRQ LQWR WKUHH PDLQ JURXSV
VǂQJEXQ³KRVWLOHIRUFHV´³QHXWUDOIRUFHV´DQG³IULHQGO\IRUFHV´7KHVHFDWHJRULHV
ZHUH KHUHGLWDU\ DQG SUHYHQWHG WKH XSZDUG PRELOLW\ RI PRVW LQGLYLGXDOV xxiv  NHZ
DUULYDOVIURP-DSDQZHUHRUJDQL]HGDFFRUGLQJWRWKH JRYHUQPHQW¶VDVVHVVPHQWRIWKHLU
family background, political contributions, and their value to the state. $VVRFLDWLRQ
ZLWK WKH IRUPHU FRORQLVHU DQG WKH VRXWKHUQ RULJLQV RI PDQ\ QHZ DUULYDOV WDLQWHG
UHSDWULDWHV 7KHLU ³KRVWLOH IRUFHV´ VWDWXV FRQVWUDLQHG WKHLU SURVSHFWV IRU VRFLDO
DGYDQFHPHQWZLWKLQ1RUWK.RUHDQVRFLHW\DQGGHILQHGWKHLUEURDGHUUHODWLRQVKLSV WR
WKHVWDWHDQGWKHQDWLYHSRSXODWLRQ)RUPDQ\UHSDWULDWHVWKHVHFDWHJRUL]DWLRQVOLPLWHG
WKHLU SURVSHFWV IRU PDUULDJH RU RI DGYDQFLQJ WKHLU FDUHHUV $V Lee Sun-K\ǂQJ ZKR
UHWXUQHGWR-DSDQIURP1RUWK.RUHDLQWKHHDUO\VODPHQWHG³%HFDXVHRIRXUORZ
SROLWLFDOVWDWXVWKHUHZDVQRFKDQFHRILPSURYLQJRXUOLYHV´ 
Throughout the country, cDGUHV RI WKH .RUHDQ :RUNHUV¶ 3DUW\ DWWHPSWHG WR
discipline the new arrivals using political meetings and self-criticism sessions, state 
directed surveillancexxv through a vast network of informants, and the threat of state-
sanctioned violence in the form of extra political education, exile to the northern 
provinces of the country and, in extreme cases, corporal punishment. 7KURXJKRXWWKH
V.LP,O-VRQJFDUULHGRXWDVHULHVRISXUJHVRISROLWLFDORSSRQHQWVDVSDUWRID
EURDGHUHIIRUWWRVHFXUHDPRQROLWKLFLGHRORJLFDOV\VWHPDQGVWUHQJWKHQWKHVROLGDULW\
RIWKH3DUW\%X]R$OWKRXJK3DUW\SXUJHVODUJHO\FHDVHGGXULQJWKHV
GLVDSSHDUDQFHVRISROLWLFDOO\VXVSHFW LQGLYLGXDOVFRQWLQXHGDuring theVxxviWKH
VWDWH FRQILVFDWHG WKH ZHDOWK RI PDQ\ UHSDWULDWH IDPLOLHV EHIRUH VHQGLQJ WKHP LQWR
ODERXUFDPSVxxvii.  
 7KHHIIRUWV RI3DUW\ FDGUHV WR VKDSH WKHQHZDUULYDOV LQWR FRPSOLDQW FLWL]HQV
LQFOXGHGGLVFRXUDJLQJ WKHPIURPDFWLQJ LQZD\V WKDWPLJKWEHFRQVLGHUHG-DSDQHVH
0DQ\UHSDWULDWHVKDGVSHQW WKHLUHQWLUHOLYHVLQ-DSDQ7KH\DUULYHGLQDVRFLHW\WKDW
ZDVVWLOOLQDZDU-UHDG\PHQWDOLW\DQGKRVWLOHWRRXWVLGHUV&RQVHTXHQWO\WKHUHVSRQVH
RI1RUWK.RUHDQVWRLQGLYLGXDOVZKRLQWKHLUH\HVZHUHOLWWOHGLIIHUHQWIURPLPSHULDO
V\PSDWKL]HUV ZDV DQ DJJUHVVLYH WDUJHWLQJ RI WKHLU -DSDQHVH FKDUDFWHULVWLFV FORWKHV
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EHKDYLRXU DQG ODQJXDJH ZHUH DOO FDXVH IRU FRQFHUQ DV WKH\ KLJKOLJKWHG WKH
QHZFRPHUV¶ GLIIHUHQFH IURP QDWLYH 1RUWK .RUHDQV (YHQ WKH FRPSRUWPHQW RI
UHSDWULDWHVVHWWKHPDSDUWIURPWKHORFDOV.LP+\ǂQ-FKDHWROGPHWKDWLQ3\RQJ\DQJ
LW ZDV SRVVLEOH WR VSRW QHZ DUULYDOV E\ WKH ZD\ D SHUVRQ ZDONHG ORFDOV ZDONHG
TXLFNO\ EHQW RYHU DW WKH ZDLVW DQG VWDULQJ VWUDLJKW DKHDG ³7here was no way of 
getting around, so they all had to powerwalk. And no one wanted to risk attracting the 
DWWHQWLRQRIVWDWHVHFXULW\VRWKH\¶GIRFXVRQWKHJURXQGDKHDGRIWKHP´,QFRQWUDVW
UHSDWULDWHVZDONHGLQDUHOD[HGIDVKLRQDVWKH\KDGGRQHLQ-DSDQ 
 3ULRU WR DUULYDO LQ 1RUWK .RUHD UHSDWULDWLRQ ZDV FRQVLGHUHG E\ PDQ\ DV WKH
XOWLPDWHDFWRI OR\DOW\ WR WKH1RUWK.RUHDQVWDWHDQG LWV OHDGHU.LP ,O-song%\QR
PHDQVZHUH DOO WKRVHZKRPLJUDWHG WR1RUWK.RUHD VWDXQFK UHYROXWLRQDULHV EXW IRU
PDQ\SURVSHFWLYHHPLJUDQWV UHSDWULDWLRQPHDQWJLYLQJXS OLIH LQ-DSDQDQG WDNLQJD
ULVN LQ DQ XQNQRZQ ODQG ,QGLYLGXDOV ZKR KDG EHHQ PDGH SDLQIXOO\ DZDUH RI WKHLU
.RUHDQ VWDWXV LQ -DSDQ ZHUH QRZ FRQVLGHUHG WR EH WRR -DSDQHVH LQ WKH HWKQLF
KRPHODQG6WDWHDXWKRULWLHVGLUHFWHGUHSDWULDWHVWRVHQGWKHLUFKLOGUHQWRORFDOVFKRROV
-DSDQHVHZDVQRWSHUPLWWHGLQVFKRROVLQZRUNSODFHVRULQSXEOLF7DONLQJRI-DSDQ
ZDV IRUELGGHQ&KLOGUHQZKRDWWHQGHGHWKQLF.RUHDQVFKRROVSULRU WR OHDYLQJ-DSDQ
FRXOG RIWHQ VSHDN D PRGLFXP RI .RUHDQ 2WKHU \RXQJ UHSDWULDWHV KRZHYHU VSRNH
OLWWOHRUQR.RUHDQDQGVWUXJJOHGWRXQGHUVWDQGZKDWZDVKDSSHQLQJLQFODVV&KDQJ
0L-FKǂQJWROGPHWKDWZKHQVKHDUULYHGLQ1RUWK.RUHDDW\HDUVROGVKHGLGQRW
VSHDNDQ\.RUHDQ6KHZDVVHQWWRDORFDOVFKRRODQGVWD\HGLQWKHGRUPLWRU\³,IZH
VSRNH-DSDQHVHZH¶GEHGLVFLSOLQHG7KH\¶GKLWXV7KLVZDVJRRG WR OHDUQEHFDXVH
ODWHU LI ZH VSRNH -DSDQHVH DV DGXOWV ZH¶G KDYH EHHQ VHULRXVO\ SXQLVKHG´ VKH
H[SODLQHGPDNLQJDWKURDW-VOLWWLQJJHVWXUHZLWKKHUKDQG 
5HSDWULDWHVRIWHQ VXVSHFWHG ORFDO1RUWK.RUHDQVRIEHLQJDJHQWVRI WKH VWDWH
DQGZKHQSRVVLEOHNHSWDGLVWDQFHIURPWKHP3HRSOHZKRDUULYHGLQWKH'35.DV
DGXOWV OHDUQHGIURPH[SHULHQFHWKDW WKHSXEOLFVSKHUHZDVIRU.RUHDQEHKDYLRXUDQG
WKH SULYDWH ZDV IRU -DSDQHVH 2Q WKH VXUIDFH LQGLJHQRXV 1RUWK .RUHDQV DQG
UHSDWULDWHVZHUHGLYLGHGE\ODQJXDJHDQGGD\-WR-GD\SUDFWLFHV7KHVHGLIIHUHQFHVZHUH
HPSKDVL]HGE\WKHH[SUHVVLRQVXVHGWRUHIHUWRWKHRWKHULQHDFKFDVHxxviii7KRVHZKR
DUULYHG IURP -DSDQ UHIHUUHG WR .RUHDQ ERUQ SHRSOH DV µ$SDFKH¶ 7KLV H[SUHVVLRQ
HFKRHGWKHXVHRIWKHWHUPWKH\KDGVHHQLQ$PHULFDQWHOHYLVLRQVKRZVDQG-DSDQHVH
KLVWRU\ERRNV ,W UHIOHFWHG WKHLUSHUFHSWLRQVRI1RUWK.RUHDQV¶³VDYDJHPDQQHUVDQG
GUHVV´ ZKLFK WKH\ HTXDWHG WR 1RUWK $PHULFDQ GHSLFWLRQV RI WKH 1DWLYH $PHULFDQV
7KH QDWLYH 1RUWK .RUHDQV HPSOR\HG WKH WHUP ³3LJ¶V 7URWWHUV´ IRU WKH QHZFRPHUV
UHIHUHQFLQJ D -DSDQHVH VW\OH RI IRRWZHDU xxix WKDW LQ WKHLU H\HV UHVHPEOHG FORYHQ
KRRYHVxxx %XW WKH '35.¶V FLWL]HQ-making project, however encompassing it may 
have seemed, was undermined by its reliance on goods and capital from Japan. The 
products of transnational exchange, largely developed and maintained by Korean-
Japanese women, acted as a reminder to repatriates of life in Japan and their outsider 
status in their new home.  
7KH FROODSVH RI WKH 6RYLHW 8QLRQ LQ  PHDQW DQ HQG WR WKH HFRQRPLF
DVVLVWDQFH WKH '35. KDG SUHYLRXVO\ HQMR\HG 8QDEOH WR ERUURZ PRQH\ IURP WKH
JOREDO FUHGLW PDUNHWV WKH 1RUWK .RUHDQ HFRQRP\ FUXPEOHG xxxi  $V WKH 3XEOLF
'LVWULEXWLRQ6\VWHPJURXQGWRDKDOWIRRGVKRUWDJHVHPHUJHGDFURVVWKHFRXQWU\xxxii
7KH 1RUWK .RUHDQ JRYHUQPHQW ZDV VORZ WR UHVSRQG WR WKH FULVLV :KHQ LW GLG LW
HQFRXUDJHG FLWL]HQV WR HPERG\ WKH -XFKHxxxiii VSLULW DQG IHQG IRU WKHPVHOYHV 7KH
UHVXOW ZDV PDVV VWDUYDWLRQ ODUJH LQWHUQDO PLJUDWLRQ DQG WKH H[RGXV RI WHQV RI
WKRXVDQGV RI SHRSOH DFURVV WKH 6LQR-.RUHDQ ERUGHU LQ VHDUFK RI IRRG DQG
HPSOR\PHQW5HSDWULDWHVZKRKDGORVWFRQWDFWZLWKIDPLO\LQ-DSDQRUZKRVHIDPLO\
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ZDV WRR SRRU WR FRQWLQXRXVO\ IXUQLVK WKHP ZLWK SDUFHOV ZHUH LQ WKH ZRUGV RI RQH
LQWHUORFXWRU³7KHILUVWWRGLHGXULQJWKHIDPLQH´7KH1RUWK.RUHDQVWDWHUHFRJQL]HG
WKDW UHSDWULDWHG.RUHDQVKDGDGLVWLQFWSHFXQLDU\YDOXHGXULQJSHULRGVRIGHDUWK WKH
VWDWHSXWHQRUPRXVSUHVVXUHRQLPPLJUDQWVIURP-DSDQWRH[WUDFWDVPXFKIURPWKHLU
RYHUVHDVNLQDVSRVVLEOH&K
RQJU\ǂQ,WKH'35.¶VUHSUHVHQWDWLRQLQ-DSDQRUJDQL]HG
FDSLWDODQGJRRGVWKDWFRQWULEXWHGWRVXVWDLQLQJWKHVWUXJJOLQJ1RUWK.RUHDQHFRQRP\
DQGLQVRPHFDVHVZHUHXVHGWROLQHWKHSRFNHWVRIWKH.RUHDQ:RUNHUV¶3DUW\HOLWH
$OWKRXJK PLJUDQWV IURP -DSDQ ZHUH SROLWLFDOO\ XQWUXVWZRUWK\ ORFDO 1RUWK .RUHDQV
FRYHWHGWKHSURGXFWVWKH\LPSRUWHG$VDUHZDUGIRUFRQWULEXWLQJWRWKHHFRQRP\RI
WKH '35. WKH VWDWH DOORFDWHG VRPH UHSDWULDWHG .RUHDQV KLJK VWDWXV HPSOR\PHQW DV
VNLOOHGODERXUDQGLQQDWLRQDOVSRUWVWHDPVxxxiv$VHOHFWIHZZHUHHYHQDEOHWRMRLQWKH
.RUHDQ:RUNHUV¶3DUW\PRYLQJLQWRWKHLQQHUFLUFOHVRIWKHUXOLQJHOLWH 
The economic hardship experienced by most repatriated North Korean was 
compounded in 2002 when Kim Jong-il declared that North Korean agents, ostensibly 
operating without his knowledge, had abducted 13 Japanese, five from Europe and the 
remaining eight from the shores of Japan. Encouraged by a furious public, the 
immediate impact was the imposition of sanctions that blocked the economic 
exchange that had been a lifeline for many repatriated families in North Korea. 
Although informally it was still possible to send money and everyday items to family 
in North Korea, the days of bulk-sending automobiles, bicycles, refrigerators, 
washing machines, stereos, and pianos were overxxxv. 
 
Transnational kin work 
 
3ULRUWRPLJUDWLQJWR1RUWK.RUHDVRPHIDPLOLHVWULHGWRVSUHDGWKHULVNRIPLJUDWLQJ
WR1RUWK.RUHDE\ VHQGLQJRQO\RQHRU WZR IDPLO\PHPEHUV )RU WKRVH FDXWLRXVRI
ZKDWDZDLWHGWKHPGLYLGLQJIDPLO\ZDVDOVRDILQDQFLDOJDPELWLQGLYLGXDOVKRSLQJWR
EHQHILWIURPWKHWUDGHWKDWWKH\LPDJLQHGZRXOGHPHUJHRQFH-DSDQDQG1RUWK.RUHD
QRUPDOL]HGUHODWLRQV,QVXFKFDVHVVHOHFWHGIDPLO\VWD\HGLQ-DSDQDQGZDLWHGWRKHDU
DERXWFRQGLWLRQVEHIRUHGHFLGLQJWRIROORZ,QWHUYLHZHHVWROGPHRIVHFUHWPHVVDJHV
FRPSRVHGRQWKHEDFNRIVWDPSVRUHQFRGHGLQWRWKHWH[WRIOHWWHUVKRPHWKDWZDUQHG
UHPDLQLQJIDPLO\QRW WR IROORZ³, OHWP\SDUHQWVNQRZ,ZDVZHOODQGWKDW ,ZRXOG
VHHWKHPZKHQP\EURWKHUZDVUHDG\WRJHWPDUULHG0\EURWKHUZDVDVWLOODFKLOG
KRZHYHUDQGWKH\XQGHUVWRRGWKDW ,ZDVDFWXDOO\ZDUQLQJWKHPQRW WRIROORZPHWR
1RUWK.RUHD´RQHLQWHUORFXWRUWROGPH7KHIDPLO\WLHVFRQQHFWLQJWKRVHZKRPRYHG
WR WKRVHZKR VWD\HG FRXOGEH WKHGLIIHUHQFHEHWZHHQ OLIH DQGGHDWK ZKHQ IRRGZDV
VFDUFH 
 :HDOWK\ DQG SROLWLFDOO\ FRQQHFWHG IDPLOLHV KDG D JUHDWHU DFFHVV WR JRRGV
LPSRUWHG IURP -DSDQ )DPLOLHV ZLWK FRQQHFWLRQV WR WKH SDFKLQNR EXVLQHVV IRU
H[DPSOHKDGDFFHVVWRUHJXODUUHPLWWDQFHVVHQWE\WKRVHZKRKDGVWD\HGEHKLQGxxxvi
%XWIRUWKHPDMRULW\RIUHSDWULDWHIDPLOLHVWKRVHZLWKRXWSROLWLFDORUHFRQRPLFFDSLWDO
UHODWLRQVKLSV WR IDPLO\ LQ -DSDQ ZHUH FUHDWHG DQG PDLQWDLQHG E\ WKH NLQ ZRUN RI
ZRPHQ Micaela di Leonardo argues that understanding kin work requires fusing 
domestic work and labor perspectives to recognize that maintaining broad kinship 
networks is also a socially necessary and economically pertinent form of labor. Kin 
work, and its role in the maintenance of kinship systems, can act as ³Yehicles for 
actual surviYDODQGRUSROLWLFDOUHVLVWDQFH´ (di Leonardo 1987: 441), and neither legal 
nor political borders limit the significance of this work. The long distance kin work of 
families divided by the repatriation project was gendered because Korean men and 
women regarded these duties as µZRPHQ¶VZRUN¶DORQJVLGHRWKHUOLIHQXUWXULQJGXWLHV
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that fused activities inside and outside the homexxxvii. Existing outside the formal 
structures of state diplomatic relations, kin-based long distance relationships, and the 
flow of goods they facilitated, continued in spite of trade sanctions.  
 ,QRUGLQDU\WLPHVWKHHPRWLRQDOORQJLQJIRUORYHGRQHVOHIWEHKLQGLVHQRXJK
RIDQLPSHWXVWRHQFRXUDJHWUDQVQDWLRQDOSUDFWLFHVWKDWFRQWULEXWHWRWKHHPHUJHQFHRI
ORQJGLVWDQFHUHODWLRQVKLSV7KHVHFLUFXPVWDQFHVDUHPDJQLILHGGXULQJWLPHVRIFULVLV
IRUH[DPSOHZKHQWKHVXSSRUWRIIDPLO\DQGIULHQGVLQWKHKRPHODQGLVUHTXLUHGDVD
PHDQVRIVXUYLYDO7KHPRVWFRPPRQSUDFWLFHV LQFOXGHPDNLQJSKRQHFDOOVVHQGLQJ
OHWWHUV DQG SDFNDJHV VHQGLQJ WH[W PHVVDJHV DQG HPDLOV DQG XVLQJ ZHE WHFKQRORJ\
VXFK DV 6N\SH WR HVWDEOLVK D IHHOLQJ RI FR-SUHVHQFH %DOGDVVDU  
5HSDWULDWHGIDPLOLHVKRZHYHUKDGOLPLWHGRSWLRQVDWWKHWLPHRIWKHLUUHVHWWOHPHQWLQ
1RUWK.RUHD )DPLOLHV OLYLQJ LQXUEDQ DUHDV FRXOG VHQGDQG UHFHLYHPDLO LQFOXGLQJ
SDUFHOVDQGPDNHWHOHSKRQHFDOOVIURPWKHZRUNSODFHRUWKHORFDOFDOOLQJFHQWUHEXW
WKHVWDWHDWWHPSWHG WRPRQLWRUFRUUHVSRQGHQFH OHWWHUVZHUHFHQVRUHGDQGDFFRUGLQJ
WR LQWHUORFXWRUV SDFNDJHV VRPHWLPHV DUULYHG PLVVLQJ LWHPV +RZHYHU VWDWH FRQWURO
ZDV DOZD\V SDUWLDO XQGHUPLQHG E\ RIILFLDOV¶ VXVFHSWLELOLW\ WR EULEHV DQG WKH VWDWH¶V
LQDELOLW\ WR RYHUVHH DOO FRPPXQLFDWLRQ EHWZHHQ 1RUWK .RUHD DQG -DSDQxxxviii 7KRVH
ZLVKLQJ WR FRPPXQLFDWH ZLWKRXW DURXVLQJ WKH VWDWH¶V LQWHUHVW KDG WR GR VR
FODQGHVWLQHO\7KHPRVW FRPPRQPHDQVRIGRLQJVRZRXOGEH WRZDLW IRU IDPLO\ WR
YLVLWIURP-DSDQDQGRUFKHVWUDWHDPRPHQWRXWRIWKHHDUVKRWRIVWDWHFDGUHV%XWIRU
PRVWUHSDWULDWHVUHXQLRQVZHUHLQIUHTXHQWODUJHO\GXHWRWKHGLIILFXOW\RIWUDYHOLQJWR
PHHW IDPLO\ LQ 1RUWK .RUHD xxxix  &RQVHTXHQWO\ OHWWHUV DQG SDUFHOV WRRN RQ D
KHLJKWHQHG VLJQLILFDQFH DV D OLIHOLQH IRU IDPLOLHV GLYLGHG EHWZHHQ -DSDQ DQG 1RUWK
.RUHD 
 6LQFH WKH V =DLQLFKL ILOP GLUHFWRU <DQJ <ǂQJ-KǎL KDV PDGH PXOWLSOH
YLVLWVWRYLVLWKHUIDPLO\LQ3\RQJ\DQJHDFKWLPHWDNLQJDUPORDGVRILWHPVZLWKKHU
6LQFH KHU EURWKHUV PLJUDWHG WR 1RUWK .RUHD LQ  <ǂQJ-KǎL¶V PRWKHU UHJXODUO\ 
speaks with her sons over the telephone and sends WKHPSDFNDJHVZLWKIRRGFORWKHV
DQGRWKHUVXSSOLHVxl+HUPRWKHU¶VLQGHIDWLJDEOHDWWLWXGHKHOSHGKHUEURWKHUVDQGWKHLU
IDPLO\VXUYLYHWKHVIDPLQHWKDWKDGVXFKGLVDVWURXVFRQVHTXHQFHVIRUVRPDQ\
UHSDWULDWHV 6SHDNLQJ WR PH LQ 2VDND <ǂQJ-KǎL H[SODLQHG WKDW KHU PRWKHU VHQGV
PRQH\ YLD WKH ORFDO SRVW RIILFH 2QFH WKH PRQH\ LV UHJLVWHUHG DV DUULYHG WKH SRVW
RIILFH LQ 3\RQJ\DQJ FDOOV WKH UHJLVWHUHG UHFLSLHQWV DQG WKH\ JR WR SLFN LW XS
5HFLSLHQWVDUHUHTXLUHGWRRSHQWKHSDFNDJHVLQIURQWRISRVWDORIILFLDOVZKRFKHFNIRU
LOOLFLWPDWHULDOV³,IZHVHQGPRQH\WKHSURFHVVFRVWVWHQSHUFHQWRIWKHPRQH\VHQW
,Q WKH HDUO\ GD\V VHQGLQJ WKLQJV WKLV ZD\ ZDVQ¶W UHOLDEOH 7KH ER[HV ZRXOG DUULYH
ZLWKWKLQJVPLVVLQJ%XWLW¶VJUDGXDOO\LPSURYHG´xli 
 /HWWHUV DQGSDUFHOV ODUJHO\ H[FKDQJHGE\ZRPHQ LQ1RUWK.RUHD DQG -DSDQ
ZHUH WKH SULPDU\ PHDQV RI FRPPXQLFDWLRQ IRU GLYLGHG IDPLOLHV )RU IDPLOLHV ZKR
ZHUHDEOH WRPDLQWDLQ WKHP OHWWHUZULWLQJDQGSKRQHFDOOV WKH WHFKQRORJLHVRI ORQJ
GLVWDQFHNLQZRUNIRVWHUHGDFR-SUHVHQFHZLWKIDPLO\LQ-DSDQUHPLQGLQJWKRVHZKR
KDG VWD\HG EHKLQG RI WKHLU REOLJDWLRQ WR NLQ LQ QHHG LQ 1RUWK .RUHD ,Q H[FKDQJH
PRQH\ ERRNV DQG VWDWLRQDU\ FORWKHV DQG OX[XU\ JRRGVxliiSURYLGHG UHSDWULDWHV ZLWK
LWHPVIRUSHUVRQDOXVHDQGZLWKZKLFKWREULEHRIILFLDOVZKHQUHTXLUHG)RRGSURGXFWV
ZHUHSDUWLFXODUO\XVHIXOLQWHUPVRIERWKWKHLUV\PEROLFYDOXHIRUWUDGLQJZLWK ORFDO
1RUWK .RUHDQV DQG DV PXOWL-VHQVRU\ UHPLQGHUV RI OLIH EHIRUH 1RUWK .RUHD 6YDãHN
DQG6NUELãQRWHWKDt items sent from home increase PLJUDQWV¶VHQVHRIbelonging and 
emotional wellbeing (2007, 377). Such items take on a heightened meaning for 
individuals in a state of exile or unable to return to the sending country. Culinary 
products are also efficacious in producing feelings of divergent belonging from host 
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society. The tastes, smells and the action of cooking foods imported from Japan 
reminded the immigrant of the life before North Korea. &XUU\-ULFH IODYRXULQJ IRU
H[DPSOHDORQJZLWKRWKHUTXLQWHVVHQWLDOO\-DSDQHVH IRRGLWHPVZDVDQLWHPSRSXODU
ZLWKERWKUHSDWULDWHIDPLOLHVDQGZLWKWKHORFDO1RUWK.RUHDQV9HUVLRQVRI-DSDQHVH
FXUULHGGLVKHVIROORZHGUHSDWULDWLQJ.RUHDQVWR1RUWK.RUHDSDFNHGLQWRWKHSDUFHOV
VHQW E\ IDPLO\ PHPEHUV ZKR VWD\HG LQ -DSDQ 2QFH LQ 1RUWK .RUHD UHSDWULDWH
IDPLOLHV PLJKW WUDGH LPSRUWHG IRRGVWXIIV IRU ORFDO SURGXFWV RU JDYH LW DZD\ WR
VWUDWHJLFDOO\ JDLQ IDYRXU ZLWK SHUVRQV LQ SRZHU &XUULHG IRRGV ZHUH QRW WKH RQO\
FXLVLQHWRDFFRPSDQ\UHSDWULDWHV5DPHQDQGXGRQQRRGOHVZHUHDOVRDFRPPRQLWHP
IRUIDPLO\LQ-DSDQWRVHQG2QHXQLQWHQGHGHIIHFWRIWKHJRRGVH[FKDQJHGEHWZHHQ
-DSDQ DQG 1RUWK .RUHD ZDV WKDW WKH\ FRQWULEXWHG WR FXOWLYDWLQJ IDYRXUDEOH
DVVRFLDWLRQVWR-DSDQ,QWHUORFXWRUVWROGPHWKDW-DSDQHVHIRRGIRUHLJQPXVLFUHFRUGV
DQGH\H-FDWFKLQJFORWKHVKDGDQH[RWLFDOOXUH)XUWKHUWKHTXDOLW\RIWKHSURGXFWVZDV
FRQVLGHUHG DV KLJKHU WKDQ 1RUWK .RUHDQ PDGH JRRGV 7KHVH LWHPV FRQWULEXWHG WR
IRVWHULQJDSRVLWLYHLPDJLQLQJRI-DSDQIRUWKHJHQHUDWLRQVRI=DLQLFKL.RUHDQVERUQ
LQ1RUWK.RUHD 
 <HW WKRXJK WKHVH OHWWHUV FRQQHFWHG IDPLOLHV DFURVV WLPH DQG VSDFH WKH\ DOVR
ZHLJKHGKHDY\RQWKHUHODWLRQVKLSVRIGLYLGHGIDPLOLHV:LWKWKHKHOSRIDQLQIRUPDQW
LQ2VDND ,JDLQHGDFFHVV WRDFDFKHRI OHWWHUVZULWWHQEHWZHHQDQG VHQW
IURP&K
ǂQJMLQ DQG3\RQJ\DQJWRIDPLO\LQ-DSDQ7KHOHWWHUVZHUHDIIL[HGZLWK1RUWK
.RUHDQVWDPSVVKRZLQJWKH\ZHUHVHQWWKURXJKRIILFLDOFKDQQHOV$IHHOLQJRIEDUHO\
PDLQWDLQHG UHVWUDLQW SHUPHDWHG WKH OLQHV RI HDFK SDJH PRVW ZULWWHQ LQ .RUHDQ DQG
SXQFWXDWHGZLWKWKHRFFDVLRQDO-DSDQHVHDQG&KLQHVHFKDUDFWHUV6HYHUDOWKHPHVUHFXU
DFURVV WKH  OHWWHUV 'HDWK WKH ZHDWKHU DQG KHDOWK FRQFHUQV ILOO XS PDQ\ SDJHV
0DQ\ UHTXHVW ILQDQFLDO VXSSRUW IRU PHGLFDO H[SHQVHV ZHGGLQJV IXQHUDOV DQG
DQFHVWRU ZRUVKLS FHUHPRQLHV 5HSDWULDWH ZRPHQ UHTXHVW YHU\ VSHFLILF DPRXQWV RI
PRQH\ SURPLVLQJ WR ³PHHW DJDLQ VRPHGD\´ DQG WR UHSD\ DOO WKDW KDV EHHQ WDNHQ
³0\KXVEDQGLVG\LQJ´RQHZRPDQSOHDGVEHIRUHUHTXHVWLQJ-DSDQHVH\HQIURPKHU
NLQ³,FU\HYHU\GD\DWWKHWKRXJKWRIORVLQJKLP:HVROGHYHU\WKLQJZHRZQWRSD\
IRU KLV WUHDWPHQW´ 'LYLGHG IDPLOLHV VHQW OHWWHUV QDUUDWLQJ WKHLU KDUGVKLSV DQG
UHTXHVWLQJVXSSRUWRYHUPDQ\\HDUV8QGHUWKHZHLJKWRIWKHRQJRLQJHPRWLRQDODQG
ILQDQFLDOEXUGHQVRPHIDPLOLHV LQ-DSDQEURNHRIIFRQWDFWZLWK WKRVH LQ WKH'35.
(YHQDIWHUIDPLO\LQ-DSDQFHDVHGUHSO\LQJPDQ\ZRPHQLQ1RUWK.RUHDFRQWLQXHGWR
ZULWHKRSLQJWKHOHWWHUVZRXOGILQGWKHLULQWHQGHGUHFLSLHQW 
 
 
The family as the locus of ambiguous identification 
 
%HKLQGFORVHGGRRUVLQLQWLPDWHVSDFHVUHSDWULDWHVHPEDUNHGRQDGLYHUJHQWNLQGRI
LGHQWLW\ PDNLQJ ,Q WKHLU KRPHV IDPLOLHV QXUWXUHG WKHLU RZQ SDUWLFXODU VHOI-
XQGHUVWDQGLQJ WKDW KLQJHG XSRQ ORQJ-GLVWDQFH UHODWLRQVKLSV WR NLQ DQG IULHQGV LQ
ORFDOLWLHV LQ -DSDQ D FRXQWU\ LQ ZKLFK WKH\ KDG DOVR EHHQ IRUHLJQHUV ³:H¶G JHW
WRJHWKHUZLWKRWKHUUHWXUQHHVHDW-DSDQHVHIRRGDQGVSHDN-DSDQHVHWDONLQJDERXWWKH
OLIHZH¶GOHIWEHKLQG:HKDGWREHFDUHIXOWKRXJKEHFDXVHLIDQ\RIWKHQDWLYHVKHDUG
XV ZH¶G EH UHSRUWHG DQG SXQLVKHG´ &KDQJ 0L-FKǂQJ WROG PH PDNLQJ D JHVWXUH WR
GHPRQVWUDWH KHU ZULVWV EHLQJ ERXQG WRJHWKHU 'XULQJ VRFLDO JDWKHULQJV ZLWK RWKHU
UHSDWULDWHVWKH\GHILHGWKHVWDWH¶VLQVLVWHQFHWKDWWKH\ULGWKHPVHOYHVRIWKHLU-DSDQHVH
FXOWXUDOPDUNHUV 
5HSDWULDWH IDPLOLHV¶ KRPH OLIH ILOOHG D ODFXQD RI NQRZOHGJH UHJDUGLQJ
H[SHULHQFHVLQ-DSDQ)ROORZLQJWUDGLWLRQDOFKLOGUHDULQJSUDFWLFHVFKLOGUHQLQ1RUWK
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.RUHDZHUHXVXDOO\UDLVHGXQGHUWKHZDWFKIXOH\HRIJUDQGSDUHQWV0RVWIUHTXHQWO\LW
ZDVWKHJUDQGPRWKHU¶VGXW\WRVXSHUYLVHWKHKRXVHKROGDQGLWVLQKDELWDQWVZKLOHRQH
RUERWKSDUHQWVZHUHDWZRUN7KHHOGHUO\WKXVEHFDPHLQVWUXPHQWDOLQQXUWXULQJJURXS
FRKHVLRQDQGPDLQWDLQLQJHPRWLRQDOFRQQHFWLRQVWRWKHSDVW:LWKPRWKHUDQGIDWKHU
ZRUNLQJLQDVWDWHIDFWRU\RURQDFROOHFWLYHIDUPUHWXUQHHV,VSRNHZLWKUHFDOOHGWKDW
LW ZDV JUDQGPRWKHU ZKR FRRNHG IRU WKH IDPLO\ DQG GLVFLSOLQHG WKH FKLOGUHQ 0DQ\
UHSDWULDWHVXVHGLPSRUWHGLQJUHGLHQWVDQGFRRNHGIRRGLQWKHVW\OHWKH\KDGOHDUQHGLQ
-DSDQ:KLOHFRRNLQJDQGLQWLPHVRIFHOHEUDWLRQJUDQGSDUHQWVVXQJ-DSDQHVHVRQJV
DQGUHWROGIRONWDOHVIURPVRXWKHUQ.RUHDDQG-DSDQWRWKHLUJUDQGFKLOGUHQ3DUN2N-
FKD UHFDOOHG WKDW KHU SDUHQWV DQG JUDQGSDUHQWV VXQJ -DSDQHVH VRQJV WR KHOS KHU IDOO
DVOHHS³$QGZKHQWKHUHZDVDSRZHUVKRUWDJHZKLFKZDVRIWHQP\IDWKHUZRXOGJHW
KLVJXLWDUDQGZHZRXOGDOOVLQJWRJHWKHU,GLGQ¶WDOZD\VXQGHUVWDQGWKHPHDQLQJRI
WKHVRQJVEXWWKHVRXQGZDVEHDXWLIXO´ 
7KH FKLOG UHDULQJ PHWKRGV WUDQVPLWWHG PHPRULHV RI DQ DOWHUQDWLYH WLPH DQG
VSDFHWRWKHSODFHVUHSDWULDWHVKDGUHVHWWOHGLQ1RUWK.RUHD7KHPHPRULHVDFWHGOLNHD
EULGJH VWLUULQJ GHVLUH DQG FRQQHFWLQJ \RXQJHU LQGLYLGXDOV WR D OLIH WKH\ KDG QRW
WKHPVHOYHV OLYHG \HW WR ZKLFK WKH\ IHOW DQ LQWHQVH SXOO 1RVWDOJLD IRU OLIH LQ -DSDQ
HPHUJHGDPRQJVWUHSDWULDWHIDPLOLHV(OGHUO\UHSDWULDWHVZKR\HDUQHGIRUOLIHLQ-DSDQ
WUDQVPLWWHG PHPRULHV LQIOHFWHG ZLWK UHJUHW IRU OHDYLQJ DQG QRVWDOJLD IRU WKH SDVW WR
WKHLU JUDQGFKLOGUHQ µ+HDYHQ RQ HDUWK¶ xliii  DV VWDWH SURSDJDQGD KDG IRVWHUHG WKH
LPDJLQLQJ RI 1RUWK .RUHD LQ WKH PLQGV RI SURVSHFWLYH UHSDWULDWHV VKLIWHG IURP
V\PEROLVLQJ1RUWK.RUHDWRUHSUHVHQWLQJ.RUHDQFRPPXQLW\OLIHLQ-DSDQ 
 
&21&/86,21 
 
,Q WKLV DUWLFOH , KDYH H[DPLQHG WKH PDVV PLJUDWLRQ RI .RUHDQV GLVSODFHG E\ WKH
GHPDQGVRIWKH-DSDQHVHHPSLUHWRGLVFXVVKRZIRUPHUFRORQLDOVXEMHFWVinternalized 
the ruptures of post-colonial citizen making and cold war ideologies in complex, 
contradictory ways that shaped their understanding of themselves and their 
communities. 7KHIULFWLRQVWKDWHPHUJHGEHWZHHQUHSDWULDWHG.RUHDQVDQGWKH1RUWK
.RUHDQ VWDWH DQG VRFLHW\ SURYLGHG RSSRUWXQLWLHV IRU QHZ VXEMHFWLYLWLHV WR HPHUJH
DPRQJVW UHSDWULDWHV ,QGLYLGXDOVZKR LGHQWLILHGZLWK WKH'35.¶VHWKQLFQDWLRQDOLVP
GHYHORSHG WUDQVORFDO LGHQWLILFDWLRQV WR NLQ DQG FRPPXQLW\ LQ -DSDQ 7KHVH ORQJ-
GLVWDQFHUHODWLRQVKLSVVXVWDLQHGWKHPIRUPDQ\\HDUVIROORZLQJWKHLUDUULYDOLQ1RUWK
.RUHD 7KH WUDQVQDWLRQDO UHODWLRQVKLSV EHWZHHQ GLYLGHG IDPLOLHV RIIHUHG D PHDQV WR
VXUYLYHWKHVSRUDGLFIRRGVKRUWDJHVWKDWFKDUDFWHUL]HGOLIHRXWVLGHWKHXUEDQFHQWUHVRI
1RUWK.RUHDEXW WKHVH UHODWLRQVKLSVZHUHYXOQHUDEOH WR WKHGHFOLQH LQ'35.--DSDQ
UHODWLRQV8QWLOWKHVHYHULQJRIWKHWLHVthat connected IDPLO\GLYLGHGEHWZHHQ-DSDQ
DQG1RUWK.RUHD WKHVH UHODWLRQVKLSV had largely been sustained by the kin work of 
women on both sides of the East Sea/Sea of Japan. Through mnemonic devices: 
songs, stories, and commensality with others from Japan, repatriates fostered a 
different kind of belonging, divergent from the DPRK citizen-making project. In 
building a communal repository of counter memories from which they could draw 
ZKHQ LQ HDFK RWKHU¶V FRPSDQ\ UHSDWULDWHV shaped alterative identifications to those 
propagated by the state. %XW WUDQVQDWLRQDO NLQVKLS QHWZRUNV DOVR PDUNHG WKHVH
IDPLOLHVDVKDYLQJGLYLGHGOR\DOWLHV7KHVXFFHVVDQGFRPSDUDEOHPDWHULDOZHDOWKRI
VRPHLPPLJUDQWVIURP-DSDQLQYRNHGHQY\DPRQJORFDO.RUHDQVZKRFODLPHGWKHLU
LQIOXHQFH DV VXEYHUVLYH WR 1RUWK .RUHDQ VRFLDOLVP 7KH VRFLR-SROLWLFDO WHQVLRQV
XQGHUO\LQJ WKH UHODWLRQVKLS EHWZHHQ WKH KRVW VRFLHW\ DQG WKH QHZFRPHUV¶ ERG\ DQG
VHOIGHVWDELOL]HGWKHVXEMHFWLYLWLHVRILQGLYLGXDOVZKRLQPDQ\FDVHVKDGSUHYLRXVO\
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FRQVLGHUHG WKHPVHOYHV SDWULRWV RI WKH IDWKHUODQG %HLQJ .RUHDQ DQG EHLQJ OR\DO WR
.LP,O-song¶V'35.Wwo things that many repatriates had previously conceived of as 
inseparable, now diverged; it was possible to be Korean without being a patriotic 
revolutionary.  
7KH NLQ ZRUN RI ZRPHQ LQ 1RUWK .RUHD DQG LQ -DSDQ VXVWDLQHG UHSDWULDWH
IDPLOLHVDQGFRQWULEXWHGWRWKHHPHUJHQFHRIUHSDWULDWHV¶WUDQVORFDOLGHQWLILFDWLRQZLWK
WKHVLJKWVVRXQGVDQGVPHOOVRI.RUHDQFRPPXQLWLHVLQ-DSDQ,QVSHDNLQJ-DSDQHVH
DW KRPH FRRNLQJ -DSDQHVH GLVKHV ZHDULQJ FORWKHV LPSRUWHG IURP -DSDQ VLQJLQJ
VRQJVDQGWHOOLQJVWRULHVWKDWUHFDOOHGOLIHSULRUWRDUULYLQJLQ1RUWK.RUHDUHSDWULDWH
IDPLOLHV FUHDWHG VSDFHV LQ ZKLFK QRVWDOJLF PHPRULHV FRQQHFWHG WKHP WR IULHQGV
IDPLO\DQG.RUHDQFRPPXQLWLHVLQ2VDND7RN\R.REHDQGEH\RQG0DQ\IDPLOLHV
PLJUDWHGWR1RUWK.RUHDZLWKKRSHVWKDWLWZRXOGSURYLGHWKHPDQGWKHLUIDPLO\ZLWK
RSSRUWXQLWLHV WKDWKDG HOXGHG WKHP DVPDUJLQDOL]HG IRUPHU VXEMHFWV RI WKH -DSDQHVH
HPSLUH%XWLQ1RUWK.RUHDWKHKRVWVRFLHW\UHJDUGHG=DLQLFKL.RUHDQVIURP-DSDQ
DVOLWWOHGLIIHUHQWIURPWKHIRUPHU-DSDQHVHFRORQL]HUV7KHUHDOLW\RIOLIHDWWKHERWWRP
RIWKH'35.¶VVRFLR-SROLWLFDOKLHUDUFK\SURYRNHGDVKLIWLQKRZUHSDWULDWHVLGHQWLILHG
ZLWKWKHKRVWVRFLHW\DQGZLWKFRPPXQLWLHVWKH\KDGOHIWEHKLQG)XUWKHUWKHIORZRI
OHWWHUV FDSLWDO DQG JRRGV FRQWULEXWHG WR D GHVLUH WR UHWXUQ WR -DSDQ DPRQJVW VRPH
\RXQJ UHSDWULDWHV ,Q HVFDSLQJ 1RUWK .RUHD DQG UHPLJUDWLQJ WR -DSDQ UHWXUQHHV DUH
DJDLQUHTXLUHGWRUH-QHJRWLDWHWKHLUHWKQLFDQGSROLWLFDOVHOYHVWKLVWLPHLQWKHIDFHRI
-DSDQHVH SUHMXGLFH WRZDUGV .RUHDQV 0DQ\ QRZ DVN VLPLODU TXHVWLRQV WR WKH RQHV
WKHLU SDUHQWV DQG JUDQGSDUHQWV DVNHG DIWHU VHHLQJ WKH QDWLYHV RQ WKH GRFNV RI
&K
ǂQJMLQIRUWKHILUVWWLPH³:KRDUH\RX":KRDP,",VWKLVKRPH"´ 
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NOTES ON TRANSLITERATION 
 
Pseudonyms have been used for the names of North Korean research participants. The 
McCune-Reischauer System of Romanization has been used, except for familiar 
names and places, such as Kim Il-song, Pyongyang, and Seoul. 
 
                                                          
i
 The General Association of Korean Residents in Japan, µChae-,OERQ&KRVǂQLQ&K
RQJU\ǂQKDSKRH¶
(&K
RQJU\ǂQ) in Korean, is one of two main organisations formed by Zainichi Koreans in Japan and 
has close ties to North Korea. &K
RQJU\ǂQ functions as North Korea's de facto embassy in Japan. 
ii
 Ideological training that all North Koreans must undertake to demonstrate loyalty to the state and 
Party. 
iii
 µ$ULUDQJ¶LVWKHQDPHRIDWUDGLWLRQDO.RUHDQIRONVRQJSRSXODULQERWK1RUWKDQG6RXWK.RUHD,WLV
also the name of 1RUWK.RUHD¶V mass gymnastics performance.  
iv
 ,XVHWKHWHUPµ=DLQLFKL.RUHDQ¶WRUHIHUWR Koreans who migrated to Japan from start of the Japanese 
colonial period (1910-1945) until the Korean War (1950-,Q-DSDQHVHµ=DLQLFKL¶PHDQV
µIRUHLJQHUUHVLGLQJLQ-DSDQ¶+RZHYHUWKHH[SUHVVLRQµ=DLQLFKL.RUHDQ¶KDVEHHQDSSUopriated by 
long-term ethnic Korean citizens of Japan, to distinguish them from the Japanese population and from 
Koreans who migrated from South Korea in the years that followed. 
v
 Japan colonized the Korean Peninsula from 1910 to 1945.  
vi
 Most Koreans who migrated to North Korea as part of the so-called repatriation movement were 
originally from the southern part of the Korean Peninsula. Subsequently, they were not, technically, 
UHSDWULDWHVDWDOO)RUVLPSOLILFDWLRQLQWKLVSDSHU,UHIHUWRWKHVHSHRSOHDVHLWKHUµUHSDWULDWHV¶RU
µ=DLQLFKL.RUHDQV¶)RUPRUHRQWKLVWRSLFVHH7HVVD0RUULV-Suzuki (2007), Exodus to North Korea: 
6KDGRZ¶VIURP-DSDQ¶V&ROG:DU. 
vii
 I categorize P\LQWHUORFXWRUVLQWRµQDWDOUHWXUQHHV¶DQGµLPDJLQHGUHWXUQHHV¶1DWDOUHWXUQHHVZHUH
born in Japan and emigrated to North Korea. These individuals return to the land of their birth. 
Imagined returnees are individuals who were born in North Korea, to migrant parents from Japan. 
Imagined returnees return to a place that previously only existed in their imagination. 
viii
 7KHµ.RUHDQ5HVLGHQWV8QLRQLQ-DSDQ¶RU0LQGDQDVLW¶VFRPPRQO\NQRZQ µChae-Ilbon Taehan 
0LQ¶JXN0LQGDQ¶LQ.RUHDQ), was established in 1946 in Tokyo, Japan. This organisation is loosely 
affiliated with the Republic of Korea. 
ix
 Records show, as of December 1964, 76,273 Koreans, 6,385 Japanese, and 7 Chinese had emigrated 
tR1RUWK.RUHD7ZR,QGRQHVLDQVKDGDOVRDSSOLHGIRUµUHSDWULDWLRQ¶DOWKRXJKWKHLUDSSOLFDWLRQVZHUH
later cancelled (Monthly reports on the repatriation to North Korea, 31/03/1961-31/12/1964, pp. 2-5). 
x
 See Sonia Ryang (1997; 2000 (ed.)) for a ground-breaking treatment of ideology and identity for 
Koreans in Japan.   
xi
 )RUDWKRURXJKWUHDWPHQWRIWKHDQWKURSRORJ\RIHPRWLRQVVHH-RKQ/HDYLWW¶Vµ0HDQLQJDQG
Feeling in the Anthropology RI(PRWLRQV¶LQAmerican Ethnologist, Vol. 23 (3), pp. 514-539.  
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xii
 6HH µ)XQGDPHQWDO &RQGLWLRQV RI /LYHOLKRRG RI &HUWDLQ .RUHDQV 5HVLGLQJ LQ -DSDQ¶ :ULWWHQ E\
Masutaro Inoue, Japanese Red Cross Society, November 1956. B AG 232 105-002 Probleme du 
rapatriement des Coreens du Japan, dossier I: generalities: 27/02/1953- 11/10/1957. 
xiii
 For a detailed account on how Koreans in post-war Japan were both aliens in Japan and unwanted in 
WKH6RXWK.RUHDVHH&DSULR¶Vµ7KH)RUJLQJRI$OLHQ6WDWXVLQ$PHULFDQ2FFXSLHG-DSDQ¶The 
Asia-Pacific Journal, Vol. 6 (1). 
xiv
 B AG 232 105-³$QDQDO\VLVDQGDSSUDLVDORIWKHSUREOHPVRI.RUHDQVLQ-DSDQDQGWKHUROHRI
WKH,QWHUQDWLRQDO&RPPLWWHHRIWKH5HG&URVVDQGRWKHUDJHQFLHVLQWKHLUVROXWLRQ´E\+DOODP&
Shorrock, Jr. July 15, 1959, Seoul, Korea, p.20. 
xv
 µ)XQGDPHQWDO&RQGLWLRQVRI/LYHOLKRRGRI&HUWDLQ.RUHDQV5HVLGLQJLQ-DSDQ¶%$*-002. 
xvi
 According to returnees from North Korea who recalled the events leading up to the repatriation 
movement.  
xvii
 For more on the difficulties of the ICRC to establish the free will of repatriates see Morris-Suzuki 
(2007), pp. 188-189. 
xviii
 ³Manse´ 
xix
 ICRC records on the first 51 ships to leave Japan to North Korea (up until December 16, 1960) 
illustrate the range of occupations of the 12,021 adult males on boarGZHUHFODVVLILHGDVµGD\
ODERUHUV¶DVµIDFWRU\ZRUNHUV¶DVµFKDXIIHXUV¶DVµIDUPHUVILVKHUV¶DVµFOHUNV¶
LQµFRPPHUFH	LQGXVWU\¶DQGDVµQRQ-RFFXSDWLRQ¶%$*-019.01 Monthly reports on 
the repatriation to North Korea, by the Immigration Bureau, Ministry of Justice, 18/03/1960-
31/12/1960). 
xx
 ICRC employed translators were tasked with establishing the free will of prospective repatriates. In 
reality, however, there was little guarantee of a fair assessment (see Morris-Suzuki 2007: 192). 
xxi
 Monthly reports by the Japanese Immigration Control Bureau of the Justice Ministry recorded 
applications, detainees, and successful repatriates to North Korea. 189 individuals left for North Korea 
on board the 121st ship on December 1964. This figure included 166 Koreans and 23 Japanese. In total, 
E\WKHHQGRISHRSOHKDGµUHSDWULDWHG¶WRWKH'35.WKLVFRQVWLWXWHGRIWKHWRWDO
93,340 who emigrated to North Korea before the repatriation project was officially discontinued, in 
1984 (B AG 232 105-019.01 Monthly reports on the repatriation to North Korea, 31/03/1961-
31/12/1964, p.5) 
xxii
 A report by the Japanese Immigration Control Bureau of the Ministry of Justice posits that numbers 
decreased due to the UHOXFWDQFHRISURVSHFWLYHUHSDWULDWHVWRJRWR1RUWK.RUHDGXULQJµWKHVHYHUHFROG
VHDVRQ¶(B AG 232 105-019.01). It is also significance that, according to my interviewees, reports were 
coming out of North Korea that conditions were much harder than expected. Further, at this time the 
Japanese economy was noticeably starting to improve. These factors likely deterred some individuals 
from emigrating to North Korea. 
xxiii
 )RUPRUHRQWKH1RUWK.RUHDQIRRGFULVHVVHH+DJJDUGDQG1RODQG¶VFamine in North 
Korea: Markets, Aid, and ReformDQG)DK\¶VMarching Through Suffering: Loss and Survival 
in North Korea. 
xxiv
 Andrei Lankov further explains that the status a person is attributed is dependent on their family 
background, with those individuals who can trace their family to revolutionary fighters or former poor 
SHDVDQWVLQWKH³IULHQGO\IRUFHV´FDWHJRU\WKRVH³KRVWLOHIRUFHV´LQFOXGHIRUPHUODQGKROGHUVWKRVH
whose family were pro-American or pro-Japanese, Chinese-Koreans and Zainichi Koreans who 
returned in the 1960s (2007: 68). 
xxv
 State agents continuously monitor citizens suspected of having divided loyalties.  
xxvi
 Morris-Suzuki notes that repatriates from Japan were disproportionately represented among the 
victims of the North Korean political purges. Large numbers of repatriates were sent to <RGǂN prison 
camp (2007: 239).  
xxvii
 &K
ǂO-hwan Kang, author of the (2001) Aquariums of Pyongyang: Ten years in the North Korean 
gulagZULWHV³,QWKHHDUO\VWKH1RUWK.RUHDQUHJLPHSXUJHGWKRVHZKRGLGQRWUHVWUDLQIURP
speaking freely and who led a life against the ideology of socialism. In the late 1970s opponents of 
&K
RQJU\ǂQ &KDLUPDQ+DQ'ǂN Su were purged and sent to detention camps. Out of around 5,000 
GHWDLQHGLQ1RGHWHQWLRQFDPSLQ<RGǂN-gun, a third were family members of the former upper 
echelon of &K
RQJU\ǂQ´.DQJLQ7KH'DLO\1. 
xxviii
 It is important to note that, according to my interlocutors, in many cases rHODWLRQVLPSURYHG
EHWZHHQORFDO1RUWK.RUHDQVDQGWKHVHFRQGDQGWKLUGJHQHUDWLRQRIUHSDWULDWHG.RUHDQV,QWHUYLHZHHV
LQ6HRXOLQIRUPHGPHWKDWWKH\KDGIULHQGVZKRVHSDUHQWVKDGPLJUDWHGIURP-DSDQ 
xxix
 The strap on Zori (૴ས)VDQGDOVDQGJHWDԾମ)FORJVGLYLGHWKHELJWRHIURPWKHVHFRQGWRH
VLPLODULQDSSHDUDQFHWRWKHKRRYHVRIDSLJ 
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xxx
 This is not only an insult used in North Korea. It is also used in South Korea to refer to Japanese or 
ostensibly Japanized individuals.   
xxxi
 For more on the impact of the North Korean economic collapse see Hazel Smith¶V North 
Korea: Markets and Military Rule, pp. 136-164.  
xxxii
 The Public Distribution System is the means by which the DPRK state distributes food to citizens, 
according to a quota system in which food allocation is determined by age, gender, occupation, and 
political status.   
xxxiii
 Juche is the official political ideology of the DPRK. It emphasizes self-reliance for the North 
Korean people and independence for the DPRK from the influence of foreign nation-states.  
xxxiv
 During my fieldwork I met North Koreans who had represented the DPRK in a variety of sports 
including ice hockey, football, and baseball.  
xxxv
 A report submitted by the Japanese Red Cross lists the following cargo on board the 108th ship to 
leave Niigata for North Korea, in July 1963: 244 tons of baggage; 4 vehicles (2 small sized cars, 1 light 
van, 1 Nissan Cedric, all used); 124 bicycles; 31 refrigerators; 42 washing machines; 12 stereos; 14 
television sets; 83 electric lighting fixtures (B AG 105-030.01 Monthly reports on the repatriation to 
North Korea, 31/03/1961-31/12/1964, p. 5). 
xxxvi
 For a fictional account that highlights the significance of the pachinko industry to Zainichi Korean 
IDPLOLHVVHH0LQ-LQ/HH¶V017) Pachinko. 
xxxvii
 Di Leonardo makes this point explicit, saying that kin work is similar to housework and child care, 
³PHQLQWKHDJJUHJDWHGRQRWGRLW´ 
xxxviii
 My thanks to the anonymous reviewer for pointing out that in North Korea, as in other 
postcolonial systems, state control and propaganda are real, but always partial. 
xxxix
 Interlocutors told me that it could take up to five days to get from Niigata port to the home of 
family in North Korea. This included three days crossing the East Sea/Sea of Japan and 1-2 days on the 
trains in North Korea.  
xl
 Over the years, her mother also sent items such as stationary, warm clothes, hand warmers, instant 
noodles, and money to family friends (see <DQJ<ǂQJ-KǎL¶VGRFXPHQWDU\Dear Pyongyang). 
xli
 See Yang <ǂQJ-KǎL¶VGRFXPHQWDULHVIRUDGHWDLOHGDQGWRXFKLQJH[SRVLWLRQRIOLIHIRU
families divided between Japan and North Korea. 
xlii
 A report by the Immigration Bureau of the Japanese Ministry of Justice lists the following items on 
board the 121st ship to leave for North Korea in December, 1964: 160 bottles of ginseng wine; 47 kg of 
dried sea cucumber; 100kg of eggs; 26 cases of sugar; 338 cases of cigarettes; 7 cigarette cases; 26 
cases of candies and 29 cans of canned fish (B AG 105 030.01 Monthly report on Repatriation to North 
Korea, p.6). 
xliii
 According to one interviewee, North Korea was referred to as µ+HDYHQRQ(DUWK¶LQ&K
RQJU\ǂQ 
propaganda used to recruit repatriates.  
